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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment (RCE) 



1 . This action is in response to the communication filed on 4/10/07. 

2. Claims 1-18 are pending in this action. 

3. This action is final. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: a space is required 
in between "unitfor" on line 6. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



The following is' a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 1 1, 12 and 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Toba (US 6,907,276 B2). For examination purposes, claim 11 is 
considered firs. 
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As per claim 1 1 : Toba discloses a method of displaying an input screen of a display 
unit of a portable terminal having housings open-ably and close-ably connected 
Together (see figs. 1 and 2; col. 6, lines 48-58), comprising the steps of: 

selecting an item to be displayed on said display unit while said 
portable terminal is in a closed state (see col. 6, line 59-col. 7, line 2; col. 7, line 58-col. 
8, line 6; col. 12, lines 23-56; col. 19, lines 5-53; ). Scrolling (see col. 12, lines 49-56) is 
a means of selecting an item to be displayed. 

changing a non-input (external) screen of said display unit having an item 
selected thereon to an input screen corresponding to said selected item 
when either of said housings is opened from said closed state (see 8, lines 37-49; col. 
10, line 59-col. 11, line 20; col. 14, lines 7-51). 

As per claim 12: Toba discloses a method, wherein said non-input (external) 

screen has a guide view informing a user to open either of said housings 

from said closed state (see fig. 2, element 1 1 ; col. 7, line 67-col. 8, line 6). 

As per claim 1: Toba discloses a portable terminal having an open state and a closed 

state (see figs. 1 and 2; col. 6, lines 48-58), said portable terminal comprising: 

a first housing having at least a display unit with a screen (see fig. 1 , elements 3 
and 5; col. 6, line 59-col. 7, line 2); 

a second housing having at least an input unit (see fig. 1 , elements 4 and 8; col. 
6, line 59-col. 7, line 2); 

a detecting means for detecting opening of either of said housings (see fig. 1 , 
element 6; col. 6, line 59-col. 7, line 2; col. 4, lines 39-65); and 
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a control means for controlling said screen of said display unit (see col. 3, lines 
38-53; col. 7, line 58-col. 8, line 6; col. 8, lines 28-49); 

wherein said first housing is open-ably and close-ably connected lo 
said second housing (see figs. 1 and 2; col. 6, lines 48-58), wherein 
said display unit is visible to a user in at least said closed state of said portable terminal 
(see fig. 2, element 11; col. 6, line 59-col. 7, line 2), and wherein, when said 
detecting means detects opening of either of said housings, said control 
means changes said screen of said display unit to an input screen (main display) (see 
col. 6, line 47-col. 7, line 2; col. 7, line 58-col. 8, line 6; col. 8, lines 27-49). 
As per claim 2: Toba discloses a portable terminal, further comprising: 

a selecting unit (fig. 3, element 21) for selecting an item displayed on said 
display unit (see col. 12, lines 45-56) (wherein scrolling indicates selection); wherein 
when said detecting means detects opening of either of said housings, 
said control device changes said screen with an item selected by said 
selecting unit to an input screen corresponding to said item (see col. Col. 3, lines 38-53; 
col. 8, line 27-49). 

As per claim 4: Toba discloses a portable terminal, wherein said portable 
terminal is a portable telephone (see fig. 1; abstract; col. 6, line 47-col. 7, line 2). 
As per claim 15: the features of claim 15 are similar to the features of claim 1 . Hence, 
claim 15 is rejected on the same ground as claim 1. 

As per claim 16: the features of claim 16 are similar to the features of claim 1 . Hence, 
claim 16 is rejected on the same ground as claim 1 . 
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As per claim 17: the features of claim 17 are similar to the features of claim 1 . Hence, 
claim 17 is rejected on the same ground as claim 1 . 

As per claim 5: Toba discloses a portable terminal having a closed state and an open 
state (see figs. 1 and 2; col. 6, lines 48-58), said portable terminal comprising: 

a first housing having at least a display unit with a screen (see fig. 1, elements 3 
and 5; col. 6, line 59-col. 7, line 2); 

a second housing having at least an input unit (see fig. 1 , elements 4 and 8; col. 
6, line 59-col. 7, line 2); 

a detecting means for detecting opening of either of said housings (see fig. 1 , 
element 6; col. 6, line 59-col. 7, line 2; col. 4, lines 39-65); and 

a control means for controlling said screen of said display unit (see col. 3, lines 
38-53; col. 7, line 58-col. 8, line 6; col. 8, lines 28-49); 

wherein said first and said second housings are open-ably and close-ably 
connected together (see figs. 1 and 2; col. 6, lines 48-58), wherein said display unit is 
visible to the user in said closed state and in said open stale of said portable terminal 
(see fig. 1, element 5 and fig. 2, element 11; col. 6, line 59-col. 7, line 2), wherein said 
input unit is visible to a user in said open state, and wherein, when said detecting 
means detects opening of either of said housings, said control means changes said 
screen of said display unit to an input screen (main display) (see col. 6, line 47-col. 7, 
line 2; col. 7, line 58-col. 8, line 6; col. col. 8, lines 27-49). 
As per claim 7: Toba discloses a portable terminal, wherein said portable 
terminal is a portable telephone (see fig. 1; abstract; col. 6, line 47-col. 7, line 2). 
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As per claim 8: Toba discloses a portable terminal having a closed state and an open 

state (see figs. 1 and 2; col. 6, lines 48-58), said portable terminal comprising: 
a first housing having at least a display unit, said display unit being 

switchable between an input mode and a non-input mode (see fig. 1 , element 5 and fig. 

2, element 11; col. 6, lines 47-58; col. 8, lines 28-49); 

a second housing having at least an input unit (see fig. 1 , elements 4 and 8; col. 

6, line 59-col. 7, line 2); 

a detecting means for detecting opening of either of said housings (see fig. 1 , 

element 6; col. 6, line 59-col. 7, line 2; col. 4, lines 39-65); and 

a control means for switching said display unit between said non- 
input mode and said input mode (see col. 3, lines 38-53; col. 7, line 58-col. 8, line 

6; col. 8, lines 28-49). Note: the non-input and input modes displays correspond to the 

main and supplemental displays of the prior art. 

wherein said housings are openably and closably connected together (see figs. 1 

and 2), wherein said display unit is visible to a user in said closed state of said portable 

terminal (see fig. 2, element 11), and wherein when said detecting means detects 

opening of either of said housings (col. 7, lines 16-30), said control means switches said 

display unit from said non-input mode to said input mode (main display mode) (see col. 

6, line 47-col. 7, line 2; col. 7, line 58-col. 8, line 6; col. 8, lines 27-49). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 9, 10, 13, 14 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Toba in view of Matsumoto et al. (Matsumoto) (US 2002/01 19768 

A1). For examination purpose, claim 13 is considered first. 

As per claim 13:Toba discloses a method of displaying an input screen of a display unit 
of a 

portable terminal having housings open-ably and close-ably connected 
together (see figs. 1 and 2; col. 6, lines 48-58), comprising the steps of: 

receiving an electronic mail message (see abstract; col. 3, lines 22-36); 

displaying said received electronic mail message on a non-input (external) 
screen of said display unit (see fig. 2, element 11; col. 3, lines 22-36; col. 7, line 58-col. 
8, line 6); and 

changing said non-input screen displaying said received electronic 
mail message lo an input screen ( see col. 8, lines 27-49). Further more, Toba discloses 
displaying received electronic mail message when either of said housings is opened 
from its closed state (see col. 3, lines 38-53). But, Toba does not explicitly 
teach/disclose about editing the received email/electronic mail message, as claimed by 
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applicant. However, in a related field of endeavor, Matsumoto teaches about portable 

terminal (mobile station/telephone (see fig. 1 ) wherein a user of the mobile station may 

use a text editing function, such as electronic mail (email) which is provided for the 

mobile station (see page 1 , paragraphs 008-009). Therefore, it would have been 

obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 

the teaching of Toba with that of Matsumoto for the advantage of conveying 

information/message to a party without omission (see page 1 , paragraph 008). 

As per claim 14: Toba discloses a method, wherein said non-input (external) 

screen has a guide view informing a user to open either of said housings 

from said closed state (see fig. 2, element 11; col. 7, line 67-col. 8, line 6). 

As per claim 18: the features of claim 18 are similar to the features of claim 9. Hence, 

claim 18 is rejected on the same ground and motivation as claim 9. 

As per claim 9: Toba discloses a portable terminal having a closed state and an open 

state (see figs. 1 and 2; col. 6, lines 48-58) said portable terminal comprising: 

a first housing having at least a display unit, said display unit 
including a screen changeable between an input screen and a non-input 
screen (see figs. 1 and 2 and corresponding elements 5 and 11). Note: elements 5 and 
1 1 correspond to the input and non-input display modes/screens (see also abstract; col. 
7, line 58-col. 8, line 6; col. 8, lines 27-36). 

a second housing having at least an input unit (see fig. 1, elements 4 and 8; col. 
6, line 59-col. 7, line 2); 
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a detecting means for detecting opening of either of said housings see fig. 1 , 
element 6; col. 6, line 59-col. 7, line 2; col. 4, lines 39-65); and 

a reception means for receiving an electronic mail message (see abstract; col. 7, 
line 41 -col. 8, line 6); and 

a control means for selectively displaying said received electronic mail message 
on said screen of said display unit (see abstract; col. 7, lines 16-30; col. 7, line 58-col. 8, 
line 6), and for changing said screen of said display unit (col. 8, lines 27-49); 
wherein said housings are openably and closably connected together (see figs. 1 and 2; 
col. 6, lines 48-58), wherein said display unit is visible to a user in said closed state (see 
fig. 1, element 5 and fig. 2, element 1 1 ; col. 6, line 59-col. 7, line 2), and wherein when 
said detecting means detects opening of either of said housings (see fig. 1 , element 6; 
col. 6, lines 48-58; col. 7, lines 16-30), said control means changes said non-input 
screen displaying said received e-mail to said input screen (main screen) (see col. 8, 
lines 21-49). In summary, the prior art discloses a detection means for detecting 
whether the first and second housings are in an open or closed mode and a control for 
displaying electronic mail/ email message based on the detected mode of display and 
further a switch for switching the display mode between the two modes. But, Toba does 
not explicitly teach about editing a received email, as claimed by applicant. However, in 
a related field of endeavor, Matsumoto teaches about portable terminal (mobile 
station/telephone (see fig. 1) wherein a user of the mobile station may use a text editing 
function, such as electronic mail (email) which is provided for the mobile station (see 
page 1 , paragraphs 008-009). Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary 
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skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the teaching of Toba with 
that of Matsumoto for the advantage of conveying information/message to a party 
without omission (see page 1 , paragraph 008). 

As per claim 10: Toba teaches about a portable terminal, wherein said control 
means changes said non-input screen displaying said received e-mail to 
said input screen and displays said received e-mail on said input screen (see abstract; 
col. 7, line 58-col. 8, line 6; col. 8, lines 27-49). 

Claims 3 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Toba as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Lenchik et al. (Lenchik) (US 
6,658,272 B1). 

As per claim 3: but, Toba does not explicitly teach about a portable terminal, 
according to claim 1 , wherein said portable terminal is a personal digital assistant, as 
claimed by applicant. However, in a related field of endeavor, Lenchik teaches about a 
self configured portable electronic device, that can be configured as a personal digital 
assistant (figs 5-. 8; col. 3, lines 13-40) and a cellular telephone ( see col. 2, line 2-col. 
3, line 12). Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the teaching of Toba with that of Lenchik 
(configuring portable terminal into PDA) for the advantage of using large display the 
PDA provides (see col. 1, lines 10-24). 

As per claim 6: but, Toba does not explicitly teach about a portable terminal, according 
to claim 1, wherein said portable terminal is a personal digital assistant, as claimed by 
applicant. However, in a related field of endeavor, Lenchik teaches about a self 
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configured portable electronic device, that can be configured as a personal digital 
assistant (figs 5-. 8; col. 3, lines 13-40) and a cellular telephone ( see col. 2, line 2-col. 
3, line 12). The motivation same as provided in the rejection of claim 3. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on 1 1/25/05 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant's arguments and examiner's respective responses are shown 
below in an indexed fashion. 

Argument I: with regard to claims, 1-2, 4-5, 7-8, and 11-12, particularly, claims 1, 5, 8 
and 1 1 , applicant argues by saying Toba fails to show or suggest a mobile portable 
communication terminal that switches a non-input screen of the display unit having an 
item selected to an input screen corresponding to that selected item in response to the 
terminal switching to an open state from the closed state. 
Response I: examiner respectfully disagrees with the argument. In that Toba's 
references discloses a mobile terminal that switches from a non-input screen (non- 
replied external display) to an input screen (confirming screen) (see col. 10, line 50, col. 
1 1 , line 20; col. 1'4, lines 19-51). What is displayed on the lager internal screen (for 
detail response) is corresponding to what is displayed on the small external non-replied 
display. What is displayed on the non-replied external display on a closed state could be 
a call or message indication. The switching is based on the detection of the mobile 
being on a closed or open state. Furthermore, non-input and input screen, as being 
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argued, does not have or warrant a meaning other than a/the mobile being in an open 
and/or closed state. Thus the argument is persuasive. 

Argument II: with regard to the above claims, applicant further argues by saying "no 
where does Toba suggest that when the terminal changes from the closed state to the 
open state, an input screen appears on the internal display unit. 
Response II: examiner respectfully disagrees with the argument. First, Toba's 
reference shows/discloses the terminal changes from a closed state to an open state 
(see col. 12, line 57-col. 13, line 15); second, that the open state includes an input 
screen wherein, a user can reply/confirm to an e-mail message using the main display 
in an open state (see col. 14, lines 33-51). Furthermore, applicant's argument alleging, 
"there is no opportunity to input a response of any kind" is as vague as it is broad. 
Because, it is not clear to whom or what the response is directed. If a response by what 
applicant mean is a response to an originating party, then, the argument is based a 
feature that was not claimed. If however, it mean an interaction with a mobile's screen in 
an open state, the user confirming a received email can read on it (see col. 14, lines 
33-51). Thus the argument does not overcome Toba's reference. 
Argument III: still with regard to the above claims, applicant asserts that, "toba does not 
teach an external display that is visible in both the terminal's open and closed states, as 
claimed in claims 1, 15, and 16. 

Response III: examiner respectfully disagrees the argument. In that claims 1 and 15 do 
not call for the display to be visible for a user in both closed and open states; the 
requirement in these claims is that the display be "visible to a user in at least said 
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closed state of said portable terminal", which is clearly disclosed/shown in Toba's 
reference. With regard claim 16, the requirement calls for the display to be visible to a 
user in both closed and open states. A careful analysis of claim 16 would lead one of 
ordinary skill in the art that the requirement of visibility does not call for the display be 
simultaneously visible with the screen, by virtue of both being in the same plane. To that 
effect, a user of Toba's mobile terminal can see the display (fig. 2, element 11) both in 
closed and open state, particularly, in open state by turning the display towards the 
user. Thus this argument is not found to be convincing. 
Argument IV: with regard to claim 2, applicant argues by saying "a portable 
communication terminal comprising a selecting unit for selecting an item displayed on 
the display unit in the closed state, so that when the control unit changes the non-input 
screen in response to the detection of an opening of the housing, the input screen 
corresponds to the item selected by the selecting unit" is patentable over Tob's 
reference. 

Response IV: examiner respectfully disagrees with this argument. In that, Toba's 
references states that " — the control circuit 21 carries out the display control to display 
on the main display unit 5 (input screen), the detailed data of the e-mail corresponding 
(thus selectively) to the item displayed on the external display unit 1 1 -" (see col. 14, 
lines 33-51). Thus the argument is not persuasive. 

Argument V: with regard to claim 17, applicant raises a similar issue that was raised 
regarding claims 1 and 1 5. Specifically, the argument calls for the display being visible 
in both closed and open state. 
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Response V: examiner respectfully disagrees with this argument. Claim 17 calls for the 
display being visible in "said closed state" of said terminal, and thus the argument is 
based on a feature that was not claimed as being argued. 

Argument VI: with regard to claim 5, applicant argues on the same basis as presented 
regarding to claim 16. 

Response VI: in the interest of avoiding repetition, examiner would like to refer 
applicant to the response provided regarding to claim 16. 

Argument VII: with regard to claim 8, applicant repeats the same argument presented 
regarding claims 1 and 1 5, and further adds an assertion that "Toba does not teach or 
suggest a portable terminal that displays anything on the external display unit when the 
terminal is in the open state. 

Response VII: examiner respectfully disagrees with the argument. First, for the 
argument considered similar to what is presented regarding claims 1 and 15, examiner 
requests applicant to refer to the response provided regarding to those claims. But, 
regarding the difference basis of argument, the assertion that "a portable terminal that 
displays anything on the external display unit when the terminal is in the open state", 
does not have any basis in claim 8. What is claimed in claim 8 is, "said display unit is 
visible to a user in said closed state of said portable terminal", not in open state, as 
being argued. Thus, the argument is baseless and unconvincing. 
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Conclusion 



THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Meless N. Zewdu whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7873. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am to 5:00 pm.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Appiah Charles can be reached on (571) 272-7904. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceedings should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 
272 2600. 



Meless zewdu 

Examiner 
16 April 2007. 




